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P R E S S  R E L E A S E 
Global Extended Learning and Youth Development Association 

(GELYDA) Publishes Creative Youth Development-Themed  
Double Issue of Extensions Magazine 

 
Guest edited by Denise Montgomery, CultureThrive and  

Global Centre for Creative Youth Development 

June 24, 2026 - The Global Extended Learning and Youth Development Association (GELYDA), 
announces publication of a creative youth development-themed double issue of Extensions, the 
organization’s biannual magazine at https://extensions.gelyda.org/. Extensions serves as a 
crucial global platform for sharing research, practice, and stories in youth development and 
extended education. It fosters international collaboration and highlights innovative, out-of-
school time (OST) strategies to support holistic youth development.   

The issue, available in online and print editions, is being released in conjunction with GELYDA’s 
global conference, Building Civic and Community Engagement in Youth Development: A Shared 
Responsibility of Schools and Extended Education, taking place June 24 – 26, 2026 at 
Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul, Republic of Korea. 

“Global focus on developing young people’s creativity has reached a turning point, transitioning 
from a specialised interest to a critical priority in mainstream education and economic policy,” 
writes Denise Montgomery, the issue’s guest editor. Montgomery is founder of the Global 
Centre for Creative Youth Development and founder of CultureThrive.  

Creative Youth Development (CYD) is a holistic approach to deeply engaging young people 
through creativity to support them in thriving in all aspects of their lives. With a cross-section of 
global expertise spanning six continents, the issue presents diverse perspectives on CYD 
program practices and the emerging global CYD movement. Contributor Zorana Ivcevic Pringle, 
Senior Research Scientist at the Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence shared, “As a creativity 
researcher, I love to see when research insights are applied in real-world contexts where they 
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can make a difference in people’s lives. I am pleased to contribute to this issue of Extensions 
magazine and to be part of the global conversation on creative youth development.” Extensions 
is emblematic of what GELYDA is about: learning from one another across disciplines, 
institutions, countries, and continents. 

The Extensions editorial team—Kylie Brannelly, Chief Executive Officer of the Queensland 
Children’s Activities Network (QCAN) and Chairperson, National Outside School Hours Services 
Alliance, Australia; Linda Khanyi, Chief Education Specialist, Gauteng Department of Education, 
South Africa; and Gil Noam, Associate Professor at Harvard Medical School, Director of the 
Institute for the Study of Resilience in Youth (ISRY) at McLean Hospital, United States—writes: 

Creative Youth Development is critically important for the future of extended education 
and learning. Extended education spaces — afterschool programs, community 
organizations, libraries, museums, summer learning opportunities, and youth-serving 
institutions — have long been places where young people can explore interests, build 
relationships, and learn beyond the constraints of formal schooling. CYD strengthens this 
work by demonstrating that creativity is not peripheral to learning, but central to it all 
the time.  

The Creative Youth Development (CYD)-themed issue of Extensions magazine is a milestone in 
the advancement of creative youth development globally. The issue links the insights of 
creativity researchers with the vital perspectives of young people, practitioners, and leaders in 
extended learning. Contributors include: 
 

● Juan Felipe Pinto Castelblanco (Colombia) - Environmental engineer and Manager, 
Youth Congress for Sustainable Americas, Biennial of the Americas 

● Ellen Hagan (United States) - Director of Poetry Program including International Poetry 
Exchange Program, DreamYard 

● Penny Hay, PhD (United Kingdom) - Professor of Imagination, Bath Spa University; 
Founding Director, House of Imagination 

● Evelyn Francis (United States) - 3C Data Alliance 

● Vlad Glăveanu, PhD (Ireland, b. Romania) - Professor of Psychology and Director of the 
Centre for Possibility Studies, Dublin City University 

● Tasha Golden, PhD (United States) - University of Florida Center for Arts in Medicine 

● Zorana Ivcevic Pringle, PhD (United States, b. Croatia) - Senior Researcher, Yale Center 
for Emotional Intelligence 

● Denise Montgomery  (United States) - Founder, Global Centre for Creative Youth 
Development; Founder, CultureThrive 

● Ezenwa Okoro (Nigeria) - Program Director, Street Project Foundation 

● Huia O’Sullivan (New Zealand) - Executive Director, Ngā Rangatahi Toa 
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● Pia Saunders Campbell, Policy Chair, Alliance for International Youth Development 
(AIYD); Head of International Growth & Policy, International Youth Foundation (IYF) 

● Savita Raj (United States) - CEO, Techbridge Girls 

● Dulce Soriano (United States) - Youth poet, DreamYard 

● Kaho Takayama (Japan) - Youth contributor, Girl Scouts Japan 

● Marit Ulvund, PhD (Norway) - Volda University College; International Teaching Artists 
Collaborative 

 

Editorial Team: 

● Kylie Brannelly (Australia) - Chief Executive Officer of the Queensland Children’s 
Activities Network (QCAN) and Chairperson of the National Outside School Hours 
Services Alliance (NOSHSA) 

● Linda Khanyi (South Africa) - Chief Education Specialist. Gauteng Department of 
Education, City of Johannesburg 

● Gil Noam, Ed.D., Dr. Habil (United States) - Director of the Institute for the Study of 
Resilience in Youth at McLean Hospital in Massachusetts and founder and director of 
PEAR Inc. (Partnerships in Education and Resilience); Associate Professor at Harvard 
Medical School 

● Denise Montgomery (United States) - Founder, Global Centre for Creative Youth 
Development; Founder & Principal, CultureThrive 

 
Extensions is being distributed widely to researchers, practitioners, policymakers, and funders 
in both print and digital formats. Those interested in receiving a complimentary print copy of 
the magazine are invited to email Denise Montgomery at dmontgomery@culturethrive.com. 
 

Contacts:  
Denise Montgomery, Guest Editor, Extensions; Founder, CultureThrive; Founder, Global Centre 
for Creative Youth Development  +1 858-373-7066 dmontgomery@culturethrive.com 
 
Kristin Lewis-Warner, Senior Manager, Global Extended Learning and Youth Development 
Association gelyda.association@outlook.com 

### 

 

About GELYDA  www.gelyda.org 
GELYDA (pronounced GELIDA) is a new international membership organization 
dedicated to understanding, supporting, and improving expanded opportunities for 
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learning, development, and thriving in schools, afterschool and summer programs, 
and communities. 
 
 
GELYDA Mission 
Our association aims to establish an inter-continental field of extended education that 
strengthens young people, their educators, and families wherever they live and learn. 
We plan to achieve these ambitious goals through strong translational research, 
systematic evaluation, and the use of evidence that will support practitioners and 
policymakers 
 
GELYDA Strategy 
● Create a global network of extended learning and development researchers, 

practitioners, & policymakers. 
● Support location actions and work with impactful organizations. 
● Facilitate joint projects, share inspiring results and promising practices, 

organize events and diverse platforms for networking. 
● Build partnerships with international organizations & NGOs: Organizations 

such as the World Bank, OECD, UNESCO, UNICEF, and others that are 
critical to growing the field. 
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Denise Montgomery 
Founder, Global Centre for Creative Youth Development  
Founder, CultureThrive 
 
Denise Montgomery is founder of the Global Centre for Creative Youth 
Development, a new international hub dedicated to accelerating the CYD movement 
through peer learning, evidence-based research, and cross-sector collaboration. She is 
author of more than a dozen publications on creative youth development (CYD) and 
is recognized for her contributions toward codifying the field.  
 
Through her consulting practice, CultureThrive, Denise is advising a multi-year, global 
creative youth development initiative. She is engaged in advancing equitable access to 
extended learning programmes. Together with colleagues, Denise helped secure 
passage of California's landmark $4 billion investment in extended learning. 
 
As Director of the Denver Office of Cultural Affairs, Denise co-founded the Biennial 
of the Americas and played a central role in establishing the Clyfford Still Museum in 
Denver, Colorado. Today, she resides in San Diego, California, USA. 
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